Community Foundation Letter Template
Dear :

In an effort to improve education, policymakers and the general public are demanding more from schools than ever before.  Research confirms that the quality of a child’s teacher is the single most important factor to that child’s academic success.  Despite this fact, teachers are often not given the support they need to become more effective educators who truly leave no child behind.  The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards( offers teachers a rigorous process for doing just that.

National Board Certification is achieved by teachers who successfully demonstrate that they meet the highest professional standards consistent with the National Board’s five core propositions: 1) Teachers are committed to students and their learning, 2) Teachers know the subjects they teach and how to teach those subjects, 3) Teachers are responsible for managing and monitoring student learning, 4) Teachers think systematically about practice and learn from experience, and 5) Teachers are members of learning communities.

Candidates for National Board Certification report it takes approximately 200-400 hours in addition to their normal classroom duties.  Teachers compile a detailed portfolio of their work including lesson plans, samples of student work, videotapes of actual classes, and extensive written analyses of their practice in which they document the learning gains in their classrooms.  Teachers seeking National Board Certification must also complete a rigorous, half-day content exam in their field.

All activities leading to National Board Certification can be summed up in these four questions:  What have you done inside and outside the classroom to advance student learning?  How well has it worked?  How do you know?  What do you need to do next to continue to improve students learning and your teaching?

In 2001, I pursued and achieved the National Board Certification.  I was fortunate to receive substantial scholarship help from the district, state, and federal government to offset the $2,300 candidate fee; I wouldn’t have been able to take the Board exam without this subsidy.  This year, there will be more applicants, but less money available to support them.  National Board Certification has helped me become a more effective teacher and has given me a greater sense of pride in my work, I want other teachers to have the same opportunity.

For these reasons, I invite you to support the growth of other teachers in our community by helping them to offset their candidate fee.  I will follow up with you in the next few days to discuss this request and set up a time to meet at your convenience.  Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely, 

