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Meeting Notes

National Board Support Network at WestEd

October 9, 2003

We had an interesting and lively network meeting.  Here are some of the highlights, for those of you who couldn’t be there.

· Update on California.  Kay Garcia’s update on what’s happening in California has been added to her website at the California Department of Education.  If you haven’t seen it, check the URL at www.cde.ca.gov/pd/nbpts.  Please note that California has $580,000 in federal funds to provide fee subsidies for first-time candidates.  The application for the fee subsidy is available on her website and is due October 31st.  At the time of our meeting, only 80 candidates had applied for a subsidy.  But she expects many more applications in the next couple of weeks, now that we’re in the fourth window for NBPTS application.  Moral of the story: have your candidates send in their applications for a subsidy soon, if they haven’t done so already.

According to the folks at our network meeting, candidate numbers in their respective support groups are down from last year.  But there was a sense that the current candidates are both generally better prepared than last year’s cohort and more likely to come to support groups with a vision of accomplished teaching that’s in sync with the NB standards, 


· National scene.  There are currently over 23,000 NBCTs.  When the scores come out in November, we should have at least 30,000 NBCTs.  That’s 1% of the teaching force.  

· Information about 2004-2005 candidates.  Candidates who register after January 1, 2004 are considered 2004-2005 candidates.  The big change from the past couple of years is that portfolio deadlines will no longer be tied to the application fee.  All first-time candidates will have the SAME portfolio deadline, March 31, 2005.  And all retake candidates will have the SAME portfolio deadline, April 15, 2003.

Like this year, upon receipt of $300, candidates will receive their portfolio instructions and contents of “the box.”  When full payment is received and all verification forms are returned and approved, candidates will receive their ticket to the assessment center.  They will be eligible to test between July1, 2004 and June 15, 2005.  


· Credit for participating in support groups.  The American Council on Education (ACE) provides guidelines for giving candidates college/university credit for participating in NB support groups.  It recommends 3 credits for finishing the candidate process, and 3 additional credits for achieving certification.

· Excellent Resource.  Lynn Gaddis, coordinator of the National Board Resource Center at Illinois State University, has several excellent resources for supporting candidates on her website (www.coe.ilstu.edu/ilnbpts/candidate/default.htm).   I handed out a couple of things at our network meeting and we discussed how to use them productively.  If you are looking for some resources outside of our network, I suggest that you check out Lynn’s website.  

· Update on the American Board for certification of Teacher Excellence (ABCTE).  This is the group that is developing an alternative assessment for teacher licensure and excellence.  The US Department of Education has recently announced a $35 million, multiyear allocation for ABCTE to develop an alternative teacher credentialing test.  Check its URL (www.abcte.org) to get background information on ABCTE’s goals and purposes.  Also check the October 8th issue of Education Weed for a front page article on the recently announced federation allocation.  

· Community foundation letter template.  Many of you have asked about additional funding to help candidates pay their application fees.  One idea is to check the community foundation in your area.  In the next couple of weeks, we will be posting a “community foundation letter template” on our website www.wested.org/nbsn.   
