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Introduction

Purpose 

The purpose of this document is to help individual 
teachers, schools, and districts clearly see the relationship 
between California’s English Language Arts (ELA) and 
English Language Development (ELD) standards and to 
design and implement an articulated and integrated system 
of instruction and assessment for English learners (ELs). 
State ELA standards are written by grade level (except 
grades 9–10, 11–12 which are grade spans), while the  ELD 
standards are written by grade span (K–2, 3–5, 6–8, and  
9–12). Educators need a document that places the ELA and 
ELD standards side by side, standard by standard, so they 
can see the articulation of ELD standards as the “onramp” 
to ELA standards and the articulation across grade levels. 
A clear map will help teachers plan integrated instruction 
and assessments in the classroom.  

Teachers may have received a document with ELA 
standards and training followed by a document with ELD 
standards and training. Integrating and articulating the 
ELA and ELD standards should not be the burden of 
individual teachers. Teachers need a “roadmap” that takes 
existing ELA and ELD documents and displays standards in 
such a way that they can see clearly what they must teach 
so they can plan integrated lessons for the whole class.  

A clear roadmap showing ELD standards as the onramp 
to ELA standards will help educators to design local 
assessments that measure various proficiency levels. 
Instead of two separate assessment systems, one for ELA 
standards and one for ELD standards, the idea is to explore 
local assessments that can be modified to address all 

students. This document reformats existing state ELA and 
ELD documents to cluster similar standards together that 
can be assessed by a single assessment instrument. All of 
the existing state ELA and ELD standards in their original 
wording are contained in this ELD-ELA Map. 

Teaching ELD Standards as the Onramp to ELA Standards 

Make no mistake about it; ELD standards are the 
“onramp” to the ELA standards. ELD standards were 
developed with the ELA standards as the ultimate 
objective. Many ELD standards contain wording similar or 
exactly the same as ELA standards because the preexisting 
ELA standards are the target or end-goal of the ELD 
standards. The intent is for EL students to progress 
through the ELD levels to acquire the English language 
skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking necessary 
to learn and become proficient on rigorous, grade level ELA 
standards. 

Assessment Serving Instruction and Improvement 

California plans to implement a state ELD test beginning 
spring 2001, based on the LAS test with additional new 
items, for three purposes: identification as EL, diagnosis for 
teaching, and as one of several criteria for reclassification. 
The state test will not be administered frequently and 
feedback to teachers will not be immediate. A hallmark of 
truly improving schools is the immediate and frequent use of 
student results to inform program decisions throughout the 
school year. Schools in districts that want to closely monitor 
student progress and continually improve the instructional 
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program likely will want a local assessment system in 
addition to the state ELD test. This document can help 
districts develop a local system for assessment of ELD and 
ELA standards. 

A Paradigm Shift: From Separation to Integration 

The integration of listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing are seen as not just mutually supportive, but 
synergistic to achieving complete language proficiency for 
all students. Concerning curriculum and instruction in the 
components of language arts, the paradigm has shifted from 
separation to integration. 

One might ask, “Why can’t teachers just use ELA 
standards from an earlier grade level for EL students, rather 
than the ELD standards?” The answer is that the ELA 
standards across grade levels are not designed to follow the 
progression of second language acquisition that is supported 
by research. The ELD standards do follow a logical, 
research-based progression from beginning to advanced 
language skills. As just one example, the ELA standards in 
primary grades expect students to answer comprehension 
questions — period. The ELD standards expect students to 
answer questions beginning with gestures and/or oral one- 
or two-word responses, and progress to phrases, simple 
sentences, and, finally, detailed sentences. 

A second paradigm shift is from separate assessments 
used for just ELA or ELD standards to common assessments 
that measure ELD standards up through ELA standards. 
Some teachers already feel overburdened by the amount of 
time and number of assessments they must administer for 
ELA and other subject areas. Giving a separate set of 
assessments to EL students in their classrooms might be 
asking too much and seriously endanger time needed for 

instruction. There should be enough assessment to inform 
instruction, not overwhelm it. Moreover, a system of separate 
assessments does not foster a program of integrated 
curriculum, instruction, and assessment. The shift is away 
from the isolated use of the traditional ELD instruments 
(e.g., LAS, BSM, or IPT) toward the use of assessments of 
ELA standards adapted to the ELD standards. 

Diversity for Equity and Access 

Teachers are expected to use diverse instructional 
strategies to make the academic content areas 
comprehensible to all students. That same notion transfers 
to assessment. Teachers must use diverse strategies to 
provide equitable assessment opportunities for diverse 
students to accurately show what they have learned. 
Modifications to assessments allow all students equal access 
to show their true achievement of the content standards. 

It is expected that appropriate accommodations and 
alternatives are provided to yield accurate results. A 
district should define the accommodations and alternatives 
and provide professional development to ensure that all 
teachers accurately assess all students. There is not yet 
definitive research to provide specific guidelines about what 
accommodations are fair, so a district should start with 
available knowledge and suggestions of experts and learn 
from experience what works best.  

Format of the Map 

The California ELA standards were written for each 
grade level by area (e.g., reading), strand (e.g., reading 
comprehension), substrand (e.g., comprehension and 
analysis of grade-level-appropriate text), and standards. 



 

© 2001 WestEd, Northern California Comprehensive Assistance Center Introduction page 3 

The ELD standards were written by grade span (K–2, 3–5,  
6–8, 9–10, 11–12), linked to ELA categories (strands, 
substrands, or other category label) for each developmental 
or proficiency level (Beginning, Early Intermediate, 
Intermediate, Early Advanced, and Advanced). 

The ELD standards are grouped into three areas: 
reading, writing, and listening and speaking. The ELD 
standards are grouped into seven areas, as shown in the 
following table. The ELD standards include symbols for 
proficiency levels and are defined at the bottom of each 
page (B = Beginning, EI = Early Intermediate,  
I = Intermediate, EA = Early Advanced, and A = Advanced). 

The map links actual ELA standards (not category 
labels) to their corresponding ELD standards for each grade 
span. The numbering system used in California’s ELA 
standards document is included for easy reference to the 
original document. Standards listed in succession without a 
horizontal dividing line denote a cluster of similar 
standards. A heavy horizontal line separates distinctly 
different clusters of standards.  

Where clusters of ELA and ELD standards match, the 
opportunity exists to identify common local assessment 
instruments that can be adapted to measure down to the 
Beginning ELD level and up through or beyond the ELA 
level. Admittedly, some ELD and ELA standards may 
appear to be weakly matched. It is left to personal 
judgment when the match is sufficiently strong to use one 
assessment for both sets of standards. 

 
ELD Standards Alignment with ELA Standards 

ELD ELA 
Reading 

Word Analysis 

Fluency & Systematic 
Vocabulary Development 

Word Analysis, Fluency & 
Systematic Vocabulary 
Development 

Reading Comprehension Reading Comprehension 
Expository Critique (grade 5 
and up) 

Literary Response & Analysis Literary Response & Analysis 
Writing 

Strategies Strategies & Applications 

Applications 
Conventions Written [& Oral] English 

Language Conventions 
Listening & Speaking 

Strategies & Applications [Written &] Oral English 
Language Conventions 

A Note about the Second Edition 

This edition incorporates further refinements in 
mapping the ELD and ELA standards. Changes from the 
first edition are found on K–2 pages 1, 3, 12, 14, 17;  
3–5 pages 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 13, 17; 6–8 pages 1, 2, 3, 11, 22; 
and 9–12 page 18. 

 


