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Policy Center

The Policy Center brings clarity to complex 
issues by examining all sides and 
presenting objective, research-based views. 
Staff respond to requests from Congress 
and federal agencies, and state and 
local agencies, addressing inquiries from 
legislators, boards of education, and other 
policy leaders.

The Policy Center operates the West Comprehensive 
Center, which helps Arizona, Nevada, and Utah state 
leaders with their initiatives to implement, support, scale 
up, and sustain statewide education reforms. The center 
also works with the University of Oklahoma to support the 
states of Colorado and New Mexico. Since 2005, WestEd 
has operated the center, formerly known as the Southwest 
Comprehensive Center.

 HIGHLIGHTS 
 R Received consistently positive feedback from state chiefs and 

the U.S. Department of Education on West Comprehensive Center 
(West CC) technical assistance to Arizona, Nevada, and Utah. 
Received similar positive feedback for serving Colorado and New 
Mexico as the primary technical assistance provider under a 
subcontract with the University of Oklahoma.

 R Strengthened the partnership between the University of Virginia 
Turnaround Leadership Program and WestEd by adding the 
fifth two-year cohort of districts and schools from the West CC 
states, and completing two successful state executive leadership 
programs serving state chiefs and staff.

 R Helped states develop and implement multiple-measure 
educator evaluation systems designed to improve teaching 
and learning.

 R Developed a meaningful work plan for the West CC’s Indian 
education priority. Shared deliverables (e.g., a scan of 
implementation of state policies and statutes supporting Indian 
education in West CC states and a report about access to and 
use of Title VII funds) with the states and the U.S. Department 
of Education. 

 R Convened the Arizona Mayors Education Roundtable throughout 
the year and commissioned a study on the economic effects 
of dropouts on the cities represented. The study, completed 
by researchers at the University of California, Santa Barbara, 
provided a valuable tool for roundtable mayors to use to 
enlist support from school districts, the business community, 
and community leaders to assist with their work to improve 
graduation rates.
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Featured Project
West Comprehensive Center (WCC)

Provides high-quality technical assistance to Arizona, Nevada, and Utah. The WCC works 
with state leaders to improve the capacity and productivity of state education agencies as 
they support districts and schools in improving student outcomes.

Visit the Policy Center web page, WestEd.org/program/policy-center/, to learn 
more about this program, including services, research, resources, and projects.

Featured Resources
How Arizona’s Dropout Crisis Affects Communities, Creates Economic Losses for the 
State of Arizona

Developing Turnaround Leadership: An Example From Utah’s Ogden School District

Building a Research Agenda to Improve Education Outcomes for Children and Youth in 
Foster Care: What the Experts Say 

The Latino Education Crisis: Rescuing the American Dream

A Synthesis of Recent California Education Reform Recommendations

Featured Research &  
Evaluation Studies
Comparing Achievement Trends in 
Reading and Math Across Arizona 
Public School Student Subgroups 

Analyzed the percentage of Arizona public school 
students proficient in reading and math, by student 
subgroup and school level. 

What Works in Developing Nations to Get 
Children Into School and Keep Them There? 
A Systematic Review of Experimental 
and Quasi-Experimental Research 

Identified, retrieved, and analyzed experimental 
and quasi-experimental studies in developing 
nations that included at least one outcome measure 
relevant to getting children into school and keeping 
them there.

Featured 
Services

Analyses of Pending or Current Legislation 
Respond to direct requests from policymakers, enabling them to more thoughtfully consider 
program impacts. 

Convening Key Policymakers and Stakeholders 
Keep stakeholders informed and foster dialogue about current education issues and trends.

Policy Briefs for Key Audiences
Analyze current trends in education reform and highlight developments benefitting children 
and families.

Regional and State-Specific Studies
Respond to direct requests for specific, topical analyses that investigate important trends and describe 
policy implications. 
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