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Families and caregivers, you play an important role in your child’s language learning. The purpose of this 
activity is to help children develop their speaking, listening, and writing skills by interviewing a family member or 
friend and sharing what they learned. You will help your child prepare questions for the interview and think about 
how they will summarize the interview.

Keep in mind:

• You and your child can use your home language or English, whichever is strongest for you.

• Learning new words in your home language will also help your child with English.

• Enjoy this time with your child. Learning together is fun!

Why focus on speaking and writing?
Children strengthen oral and written language when talking 
with someone, taking notes, and summarizing what they learn. 

Learning Goal: Children will 
strengthen their oral and written 
language skills

Grades: Kindergarten—5th grade

Suggested Materials: Writing paper, 
drawing paper, a pencil or a pen, cray-
ons or chalk; consider a device to record 
the interview such as a cell phone

Let’s get started! 
Follow the steps below. See the back for additional language supports.

Step 1: Help your child select a family member or friend, and think 
together about what your child would like to know. 

Step 2: Help your child to write interview  
questions. Consider using the words who, what, where, when, why, or how as question 
starters. Perhaps watch an interview on TV together to see what kind of questions people ask. 

Step 3: Have your child interview a family member or friend, in person or by phone. 
Encourage them to take notes as they ask the questions. Younger children may need your 

support in taking notes or remembering what was said. 

Step 4: Have your child summarize the interview. For example, they can draw a picture or write a story about 
what they learned. You can offer writing support as they need it. 

Step 5: Be sure to have them present their writing to you and the person they interviewed and 
have a conversation about what they learned. 

This activity sheet helps families and caregivers carry out recommended practices described in the What Works Clearinghouse educator’s practice guide,  
Teaching Academic Content and Literacy to English Learners in Elementary and Middle School. You can view the full guide here: https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
PracticeGuide/19
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Additional Language Supports
Consider having your child use the questions below as they interview an important person.

Suggestions for Interview Questions*

What was your childhood like? Who did you live with? Where did you live? What did you like to do?

What is your favorite memory?

Who is in your family?

Where else have you lived?

What experience did you learn a lot from?

Who is someone who has made a big difference in your life? Why?

What are some of your favorite foods? Sports? Animals?

What is your favorite game? TV show? Movie?

What do you do well? What is hard for you?

What kinds of jobs have you had?

If you could have one wish, what would it be?

*Note: Avoid questions that only have a yes or no answer.

Offer your child the suggestions below for summarizing the interview in writing.

Ideas for Summarizing the Interview

Draw a picture of the person

Write a story or short description

Make a comic strip

Create a poster 

Write a newspaper article

Write a biography

Tell somebody else the best things you learned

This product was prepared under Contract ED-IES-17-C-0012/8/9 by Regional Educational Laboratories West, Northeast & Islands, and Northwest. The 
content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education, nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or 
organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.


	Family and Caregiver Activity: Supporting Young English Learners by Interviewing a Special Person
	Why focus on speaking and writing?
	Let’s get started!
	Additional Language Supports




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		IES_FCA_2D_Interview.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Jennifer Serota, jnserota@hotmail.com


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


